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Stop Guessing and Start Speaking with 
Confidence
Let’s be honest: most people fail the CELPIP oral 
exam not because their English is bad, but 
because they weren't ready for the pressure of the 
timer. I’ve spent years in the classroom and at the 
kitchen table helping students just like you. I 
know exactly where the "brain freeze" happens. 
That’s why I’ve put together this CELPIP Success 
Bundle for you. Inside, you’ll find:

• The 3-Week Study Schedule: A realistic plan 
that fits into your busy life (no 8-hour study 
sessions required).

• The Top 5 Speaking Mistakes: The exact 
"trap" answers that trip up even the best 
speakers.

Why This PDF is Just the Beginning...
This guide will show you what to study, but the 
real exam happens in a noisy room with a ticking 
clock. If you want to walk into that testing centre 
knowing you've already beaten the "Re-Exam 
Limbo," you need to practice in a real-world 
environment.

Take the Next Step:
Our Complete CELPIP Online Practice Course 
gives you the interactive drills, timed mock exams,  
you need to hit your target score on the first try. 
Don't risk another $300 registration fee—get the 
practice you need to move forward with your life 
in Canada.

[Start the CELPIP Online Course Now]

https://courses.test-preparation.ca/course/celpip-practice-course


Ready, Set, Prep: 
Your CELPIP 
Launchpad

Congratulations! By deciding to take the CELPIP®, you’ve 
taken a huge first step toward your future in Canada. We’re 
glad you’re here. 

Let’s be honest: there’s no point in taking an exam this im-
portant unless you plan to give it your absolute best. To get 
the score you need, you have to get organized and learn the 
right strategies to handle the questions. Yes, it takes some 
real work and focus, but we’ve seen plenty of students put 
in the time and come out the other side with that acceptance 
letter or citizenship approval they’ve been dreaming of. 

We know starting something new can feel a bit daunting. It’s 
easy to feel like you’re staring at a mountain and don’t know 
which trail to take. That’s why we wrote this guide. We’ve 
spent years in the classroom and at our desks triple-check-
ing questions to make sure we’re giving you the “tricks of 
the trade” that actually work. Our goal is simple: to help you 
feel prepared and confident when you walk into that testing 
center. 

About the CELPIP®

The CELPIP® exam is broken down into four main parts: 
Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. We do our best to 
keep this guide as up-to-date as possible. However, test mak-
ers do like to tweak things from time to time—adding new 
types of questions or removing old ones. It’s always a smart 
move to carefully read through the official registration pack-
age you get when you sign up for the test. 
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How to Use This Guide 
We’ve organized this book into three clear sections to help 
you study without wasting time: 

Part 1: Self-Assessments 
Before you dive into the deep end, we want to help you see 
where you stand. These quick questions help you spot your 
strengths and—more importantly—your weaknesses. There’s 
no sense spending hours on material you’ve already mas-
tered. These assessments show you exactly where your study 
time will do the most good. If you struggle with a specific 
area, head over to the tutorial for that section, study up, and 
then try the assessment again. 

Part 2: The Tutorials 
This is the “how-to” section. We break down the core princi-
ples of each part of the exam and give you clear strategies to 
tackle them. These aren’t meant to be a full language course, 
but rather a focused look at what you need to know for the 
test. If you find a topic is still confusing after reading the 
tutorial, that’s a good sign you might need to look for some 
extra tutoring or classes in that specific area. 

Part 3: Practice Tests 
Finally, we’ve included two full sets of practice questions. 
These are designed to look and feel just like the real CELPIP® 
exam so there are no surprises on test day.

The CELPIP® Study Plan 

Now that you have made the decision to take the CELPIP®, 
it is time to get started. Before you do another thing, you 
will need to figure out a plan of attack. The very best study 
tip is to start early! The longer the time period you devote to 
regular study practice, the more likely you will be to retain 
the material and be able to access it quickly. If you thought 
that 1x20 is the same as 2x10, guess what? It really is not, 
when it comes to study time. Reviewing material for just an 
hour per day over the course of 20 days is far better than 
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studying for two hours a day for only 10 days. The more often 
you revisit a particular piece of information, the better you 
will know it. Not only will your grasp and understanding be 
better, but your ability to reach into your brain and quickly 
and efficiently pull out the tidbit you need, will be greatly 
enhanced as well.

The great Chinese scholar and philosopher Confucius be-
lieved that true knowledge could be defined as knowing what 
you know and what you do not know. The first step in pre-
paring for the CELPIP® Exam is to assess your strengths and 
weaknesses. You may already have an idea of what you know 
and what you do not know, but evaluating yourself using our 
Self- Assessment modules for each of the three areas, Math, 
English and Reading Comprehension, will clarify the details. 

Getting ready for an exam like the CELPIP® can feel like 
trying to pack for a cross-country trip—you know where 
you’re going, but it’s hard to know what to put in the suitcase 
first.

Three weeks is a “sweet spot” for study. It’s long enough to 
actually improve, but short enough that you won’t lose your 
steam. Here is a balanced plan that focuses on one major 
skill per week, with a final “polishing” phase at the end.

Week 1: The Foundation 
(Listening & Reading)
Since these are the “input” skills, we start here to get your 
brain used to the rhythm of Canadian English.

• Days 1–2: Self-Assessment & Strategy
o Take the self-assessments in Part 1 of the

guide.
o The Goal: Don’t worry about the score yet.

Just see which parts make you scratch your
head.

• Days 3–4: Mastering the Listening Section
o Read the Listening Tutorial. Focus on

Part 1 (Problem Solving) and Part 5 (Video
Discussions).
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o Pro Tip: Watch a few clips of local news (like
CHEK News here in Victoria) to get used to the
pace and accent.

• Days 5–7: Mastering the Reading Section
o Work through the Reading Tutorial. Focus on

“Reading to Apply a Diagram” and “Reading for
Viewpoints.”

o Practice “skimming”—reading a paragraph in
20 seconds just to find the main idea.

Week 2: The Production 
(Writing & Speaking) 

Now that you’re comfortable listening and reading, it’s time to 
start talking and typing. These sections often cause the most 
stress, so we give them plenty of time. 

• Days 8–10: Writing with Purpose
o Study the Writing Tutorial. Focus on Task 1

(Writing an Email).
o The Rule: Practice keeping your emails

between 150–200 words. Big Prep might tell
you to use fancy words, but I recommend
staying clear and polite.

• Days 11–13: Speaking Under Pressure
o This is the toughest part because of the timer.

Practice Task 3 (Describing a Scene) and Task
7 (Expressing Opinions).

o Kitchen Table Practice: Use a timer on your
phone. Give yourself 30 seconds to think and
60 seconds to speak. Do it while you’re making
coffee!

• Day 14: Mid-Point Review
o Go back to the questions you missed in Week

1. Do they make more sense now?
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Week 3: The Home Stretch 
(Mock Tests & Speed)

This week is about stamina. The real test is three hours long, 
and it can be tiring. 

• Days 15–17: First Full Practice Test
o Take the Practice Test 1 from the guide.
o Crucial: Do it in one sitting. No phone, no

snacks, no pausing the clock. You need to feel
what that three-hour stretch is like.

• Days 18–19: Targeted Review
o Look at your Practice Test results. If you

struggled with “Dealing with a Difficult
Situation” in the Speaking section, spend
these two days doing nothing but that.

• Day 20: Second Full Practice Test
o Take Practice Test 2. Focus on your timing—

make sure you aren’t rushing the Reading but
aren’t running out of time on the Writing.

• Day 21: Rest & Review
o Don’t do any more practice tests today. Just

flip through your notes, review your “tricks of
the trade,” and make sure your ID is ready for
tomorrow.

A quick reminder from my years in the classroom: You 
aren’t going to become a different person in three weeks, 
but you can become a much better test-taker. Stick to the 
schedule, keep your chin up, and remember why you’re doing 
this.
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5 Common CELPIP Mistakes (And How to 
Avoid Them)
We’ve spent years looking at how students approach this test, and most 
of the time, the "Big Prep" companies teach you to be too formal. 
CELPIP is a test of functional English—it’s about how you’d actually 
talk to a neighbor or a boss here in Canada.
Here is what usually trips people up:

1. The "Formal Trap" (IELTS Style)
The Mistake: Using overly stiff, academic language like "Furthermore"
or "It is my humble opinion" in a casual speaking task.
The Fix: Keep it natural. In Task 1 (Giving Advice), talk like you’re
having coffee with a friend. Use phrases like, "One thing you might
want to try is..." or "I’ve found that..."
Check: Does this sound like a real person talking, or a textbook?

2. Leaving Out the "Why" (Missing Prompt Parts)
The Mistake: Reading the prompt but only answering half of it. If the
prompt asks you to describe a scene and explain why someone looks
happy, and you only describe the clothes, you lose points.
The Fix: Use your finger or a pen to physically check off every "bullet
point" in the prompt as you write or speak.
Check: Did I answer every single question asked in the instructions?

3. The "Dead Air" Panic
The Mistake: Stopping to talk for 10 seconds because you can’t think of
the "perfect" word. In the Speaking section, silence is your enemy.
submit with "typos" and simple grammar slips.
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The Fix: It’s better to use a simple word and keep moving than to 
stay silent searching for a fancy one. Use "filler" phrases like, "Let 
me think about that for a second..." to keep the clock ticking while 
you gather your thoughts.
Check: Am I keeping a steady, natural pace?

4. Ignoring the Tone (Who are you talking to?)
The Mistake: Writing an email to a manager (Formal) with the
same slang you’d use for a cousin (Informal).
The Fix: Look at the relationship in the prompt. If it’s a "Manager,"
use "Dear Mr. Smith" and "Regards." If it’s a "Friend," use "Hi" and
"Take care."

Check: Would I actually say/write this to this person in real life?

5. Forgetting to Proofread (The "Last Minute" Rush)
The Mistake: Writing right up until the timer hits zero and hitting
submit with "typos" and simple grammar slips.

The Fix: Always aim to finish your writing 2 minutes early. This 

gives you time to catch the small things—like forgetting an "s" on a 

plural or a "the" before a noun.

Check: Did I save 120 seconds to do a quick "once-over"?
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Ready to take the next step in your CELPIP prep?
If you’ve found this PDF helpful, I’d love to invite you to join us inside our 
Full CELPIP Practice Course.

While a book is a great start, the actual CELPIP exam happens on a screen, 
under the clock. We’ve built an online environment that doesn't just give you 
more questions—it gives you a partner in your studies.

Why move to the Online Course?

The AI Tutor: A Helping Hand That Never Sleeps Stuck on a tricky logic 
problem at 2:00 AM? Our AI Tutor is right there with you. It won’t just give 
you the answer; it’ll give you the "nudge" you need to figure it out yourself, 
just like a teacher sitting across from you at the kitchen table.

Realistic Exam Simulation Our "Timed Test" mode mimics the exact 
pressure of the real exam. We always say it’s better to sweat a little during 
practice than to freeze up on the big day.

Our Deepest Question Bank This is our most comprehensive tool. It packs 
in more practice questions than any other format we offer, so you’ll rarely 
see the same problem twice.

Stop Wasting Time on What You Already Know The course tracks your 
progress dynamically. It’ll show you exactly where you’re "Green" (ready to 
go) and where you’re "Red" (needs more work). You focus your energy 
where it actually counts.

The Classroom is Wherever You Are As long as you have Wi-Fi, the 
classroom is open. Study on your laptop, your tablet, or your phone 
whenever you have a spare ten minutes.
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Special Offer for our PDF Readers You’ve already started the work. Let’s help 
you finish it. Click the link below to see everything the full course has to offer 
and get started today.

Check out the CELPIP Online Course Here

Use Coupon -  CELPIP
for 20% off 
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